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Hospital School

• RPA Hospital is a large 
teaching hospital in Sydney, 
Australia.

• Children’s Ward has 10 beds.

• Average stay is 1.5 days
• Model of care is changing as

we move towards a 28-bed 
ward.  

• The RPA Hospital School has:
- a principal
- 4 teaching staff
- 2 administration staff 



1. Register
Students/Families complete a RPA 
Hospital School enrolment survey.

2. Initial Consult
RPA Hospital School teachers discuss 
learning, home school, connection and 
any preferred subjects. 

3. Pre-assessment of skill
RPA Hospital School staff use short, 
sharp pre-assessments to determine 
individualised learning goals. 

4. Explicit Teaching
Teachers engage in activities tailored and explicitly taught to 
meet individual student needs. Learning intention, success 
criteria and quality criteria used to ensure success and learning 
goals are achieved. 

5. Reflection of learning
Students complete an exit slip summarising 
their learning achievements and highlighting 
future learning goals. 

6. Connection to home school 
Work samples, teacher feedback and 
annotations are all recorded, documented and 
compiled into an Individualised learning 
program (ILP). ILP’s are provided to home 
schools to allow a smooth transition between 
educational settings.  

7. Transition to School
RPA Hospital School teachers can engage in transition 
days or activities for students who require. This can 
allow students to re-engage positively into their 
classroom environment. 

Learning during your hospital 
stay @ RPA Hospital School











1

100% of students 
surveyed were able to 
articulate their lesson 
goal. All students 
surveyed indicated they 
were engaged in their 
learning, were able to 
record what they did 
well and how they could 
improve.

2

100% of parents and/or 
carers surveyed strongly 
agreed that the teaching 
and learning activities 
were appropriate and 
engaging. 

3

100% of parents and/or 
carers surveyed strongly 
agreed that the 
communication from the 
RPA Hospital School and 
staff was clear and easy 
to understand. 

4

100% of census schools 
surveyed strongly agreed 
that the teaching and 
learning activities were 
appropriate and 
engaging. 

5

100% of census schools 
surveyed strongly agreed 
that the communication 
from the RPA Hospital 
School and staff was 
clear and easy to 
understand.





Mood monitor data is discussed 
at multidisciplinary team 
meetings when making 
decisions about patient care. 



ROYAL PRINCE ALFRED HOSPITAL SCHOOL
PEDAGOGICALFRAMEWORK 2023

Signature Strategies

Aboriginal Education
Strong Strides Together
EAL/D Enhance Teaching & Learning Cycle
Explicit Teaching

Explicit Teaching
Individualised teaching and learning at Hospital School

High Potential Learners
Gagne (social/emotional intelligence)

4 Instructional Modes of Reading
I do, We do, You do – Modelled, Shared, Guided & Independent

c/a/t Phonemic Awareness
Getting letter/sounds right

Positive Partnerships

Restorative Practice
Making things right when things have gone wrong

SAFEMinds: Notice/Inquire/Plan
When mental health support is required

c/a/t

NSW
Curriculum

Assessment 
& Instruction

Signature 
Strategies

Trauma-Informed Practice
Berry Street Education Model

Seven Steps to Writing Success



Royal Prince Alfred Hospital School

Using IT in the Hospital 
School to engage students



Royal Prince Alfred Hospital School

Coding at RPA Hospital School



Royal Prince Alfred Hospital School

Area and 
perimeter 
of irregular 
shapes
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Science experiments at RPA Hospital School



Royal Prince Alfred Hospital School

Coding Angles at 
RPA Hospital School



The impact of
collaboration 

The hospital school is a service that I did not know existed 
before my son had an extended stay in hospital. It is a 
wonderful service, staffed by enthusiastic and caring 
teachers. Even though my son has a dedicated classroom 
teacher and supportive school, the hospital teachers bridged 
the gap and ensured that my son had no concerns about 
falling behind his classmates. Thank you 

Dear Wendy and team,

On behalf of Petersham Public school, I would like to send my sincere thanks for keeping Louis' needs at the forefront of every 
decision made at RPA. The partnership between our schools promoted consistency during a time of uncertainty. The daily feedback 
forms and regular phone calls allowed Mr Barrett and I to feel connected to Louis, and I have no doubt this played a large role in his 
successful transition back to our school. 

Thank you again. 
Beth Morgan, Principal Petersham Public School 



Connection to learning

Connection to school

Connection to community 
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